Dr. Zwerdlinger’s Generosity Epitomized in Clinic Merger
Partners celebrate unification and expansion of primary care in Leadville and Lake County
Leadville, Colo. (April XX, 2021)—Dr. Lisa Zwerdlinger, a family medicine physician in Lake
County for 23 years and owner of Rocky Mountain Family Practice (RMFP) for 16 years, is gifting
the value and operations of her family medicine practice to St. Vincent Health.
Dr. Zwerdlinger also serves as a senior staff member at St. Vincent Health (SVH), as Chief
Medical Officer and hospitalist. With this move, St. Vincent Medical Clinic and RMFP will merge
on June 1, 2021, and the new primary care practice will be called St. Vincent Family Health
Center. The practice will provide comprehensive care for people of all ages at its location at 735
Hwy. 24 South in Leadville.
“I came to Leadville because I had a mission. That was to deliver high-quality healthcare using
evidence-based medicine to the people of Lake County. Because they deserve it,” says Dr.
Zwerdlinger. “By gifting my practice, I leave a legacy and have the assurance that people will be
cared for long past my departure. Lake County has been very kind to me. I’d like to give back.”
Dr. Zwerdlinger and advance practice providers Amy King, certified physician assistant, and
Lauren Huffman and Kia Tamaki Harrold—both family nurse practitioners—along with all RMFP
staff, will become employed by St. Vincent Health. The clinic is in final negotiations with
another physician assistant, who is joining the practice in June. Dr. Zwerdlinger’s clinic building
and medical equipment will be leased and eventually purchased by SVH.
“This is an intentional step to promote alignment of resources and increased medical services,”
says SVH CEO Brett Antczak. “It’s a new day for healthcare in Lake County with our new
hospital, and this merger means more integrated services for the community.” Antczak adds
that Dr. Zwerdlinger has been an advocate for increased services and a key advisor in the
selection of new specialty and primary care physicians at the new facility.
Dr. Zwerdlinger emphasizes that the care patients have come to know at RMFP will continue
seamlessly as the practice transitions to St. Vincent Family Health Center. “I’m confident our
patients won’t notice much of a change,” says Dr. Zwerdlinger. “People will still have access to
their favorite providers and all they have to do is call and schedule an appointment.”
Family medicine and urgent care will continue to be offered at the health center. Additionally,
24/7 urgent care will be offered at St. Vincent Health’s new hospital.
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Dr. Zwerdlinger adds that telehealth appointments and her house call program are among the
things that have made RMFP unique. Those programs will not only be maintained, but likely
expanded.
“Although I have many roles, like wife and mother, I am always a physician. This merger allows
me to focus on what I’m meant to do in my life’s work,” says Dr. Zwerdlinger. “That’s to take
care of patients. Help our new hospital. And have better coordinated care between our health
systems.”
St. Vincent Health and RMFP will be in contact with patients in the coming weeks with more
details about St. Vincent Family Health Center. Questions and comments may be addressed to
Karen Onderdonk, Chief Branding Officer at St. Vincent Health at 719-486-7135 or
konderdonk@stvincent.health, or CEO Brett Antczak at 719-486-7161 or
bantzcak@stvincent.health.
###
About Rocky Mountain Family Practice: Dr. Lisa Zwerdlinger became a physician in Leadville,
Colorado in 1998. She opened Rocky Mountain Family Practice (RMFP) in 2005. RMFP is known
for excellence in standard of care using evidence-based medicine. Dr. Zwerdlinger offers
medical advising to the Lake County Public Health Agency, law enforcement, fire department,
City of Leadville, Lake County, public schools, High Mountain Institute and Colorado Mountain
College. www.leadvillermfp.com.
About St. Vincent Health: At 10,152 feet elevation in Colorado’s Rocky Mountains, St. Vincent
Health serves the residents and visitors of Lake County and North America’s highest city of
Leadville. Established in 1879 by the Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth, Kansas, the hospital has
been in continuous operation since first providing care for the hardscrabble miners of early
settlement days. Continuing the tradition of caring, the St. Vincent General Hospital District is
currently constructing a new state-of-the-art hospital to open in 2021. The specialties/surgeons
confirmed to join St. Vincent Health when the new hospital opens are: Cardiology,
Dermatology, General Surgery, Ear Nose and Throat, Orthopedics, Ophthalmology, and Pain
Management. www.StVincent.Health.
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